                      New Jersey is a Thought and Activist Leader on Darfur

The New Jersey Coalition Responds to the Crisis in Darfur is proud of the leadership role that New Jersey has played in the national and international efforts to end violence and bring peace to Darfur.  New Jersey has a distinguished record of advocacy on Darfur, from divestment, to state and national legislation calling for action, to keeping legislative and diplomatic pressure on China to use its influence in Sudan.  
Examples of New Jersey’s Initiatives include:
2005 
Divestment - Ground breaking legislation called for the divestment of state funds from Sudan.  Other states followed New Jersey’s lead, and have passed similar legislation.
NJ Coalition Formed - The formation of New Jersey Coalition Responds to the Crisis in Darfur, a diverse group dedicated to advocating for an end to genocide in Darfur. The Coalition represents inter-faith, community advocates, and organizations committed to alleviating the violence in Darfur .The Coalition keeps the broader community aware of humanitarian and political developments in Darfur and calls for action needed.   
2006 
High School Curriculum Produced - The Coalition produced a Genocide Instruction Guide -an educational resource manual on genocide for use by social studies and world history high school teachers to assist them in teaching about genocide and Darfur. The Commission on Holocaust Education, a New Jersey state agency, endorses and distributes this curriculum to every high school in the state.  

Grassroots Groups Call for End to Genocide – Grassroots groups around the State begin to form all over and organize public events to call for the end of the Genocide in Darfur.  For example: Essex County Coalition for Darfur Rally and Call to Action in Montclair. Governor Corzine, Senator Menendez, and religious and activist leaders addressed a group of 1500 and launched a post card campaign. .

2007 
State-wide Conference on media advocacy - In January, the Coalition created a conference, Do The Write Thing: A Conference on Media, Activism and the Genocide in Darfur for high-student students held at Drew University in Madison, with workshops taught by representatives of media outlets, including The New York Times, the Star Ledger, and Reuters. 

NJ Group Petitions ICC - Our member group, Darfur Rehabilitation Project, Inc. and the law firm of Brown and Akins, successfully petitioned the International Criminal Court (ICC) in the Hague on behalf of eleven Dafurian survivors of the genocide; the first to do so.
14 Days of Conscience in Morristown - North Jersey Coalition for Darfur, produced a Memorial and speaker event in Morristown attended by over 1000 people and addressed by Darfurian survivors and political and religious leaders.  Local events and fundraisers were held for 14 days leading up to the event.
Candlelight Vigil - Essex County Coalition for Darfur, produced a Candlelight vigil and activist event in Montclair with 800 participants. Survivors from all recorded modern genocides were joined by Senator Menendez, Congressman Payne, Joseph Seberenzi, former Speaker of the Rwandan Parliament, and Assemblyman Payne in their protest of the tragedy in Darfur.

New Jersey Lights the Torch For Darfur - held at the Federal Plaza, Newark. In preparation for the Olympics, Governor Jon Corzine, Assemblyman Payne, other elected officials, activists, and genocide survivors from around the world stood with Darfurian refugees who told their stories of flight from the world’s worst humanitarian crises, and urged China to bring peace to Darfur. 
2008
Action Ideas widely distributed to schools in NJ - The Coalition produces and distributes widely action steps that students can take to help bring peace to Darfur.

Kean Conference on Human Rights - Kean University, Institute of Human Rights, hosts its first International Conference on Human Rights: The Genocide in Darfur. Nicholas Kristof, NY Times, and Gerry Fowler, Executive Director of Save Darfur, keynote a conference attended by over 900.

NJ Global Day for Darfur – In April, the New Jersey Coalition promotes NJ Global Day for Darfur, and invites religious leaders to observe a Darfur Sabbath; over ten congregations respond. The Coalition also launches a website.Eight communities produce events, including the Essex County Coalition’s Torch Walk and Rally for Darfur in Montclair which is expected to attract over 1500 people from surrounding communities, and will be addressed by Governor Corzine and Senator Menendez, and national leaders. 
On-going 
Senators Menendez and Lautenberg continue to introduce legislation in the Senate calling on China to broker peace in Darfur by using its unique position as Darfur’s biggest economic partner and the host of the 2008 Olympics. Congressman Payne stands as a national leader calling for the end to genocide in Darfur by introducing legislation in the U.S. Congress, standing with grassroots advocates in Newark, and traveling worldwide to broker peace and call for the end of Genocide
            For more information on the Coalition visit www.njdarfur.org or contact                     
                                            Darfurcoalition@ujcnj.org   
