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NJ DARFUR COALITION SOLAR COOKER PROJECT RAISES $100,000 
FOR OURE CASSONI REFUGEE CAMP 
Whippany, NJ – The New Jersey Coalition Responds to the Crisis in Darfur raised $100,000 to provide women with solar cookers in the Oure Cassoni Darfur Refugee Camp in Chad.  756 gifts were received statewide. Students at all levels were among the most active participants in the campaign.

In January 2009, the NJ Darfur Coalition with the endorsement of Governor Corzine, adopted the Oure Cassoni Refugee Camp in Chad which has over 28,000 refugees, and called on all NJ citizens to purchase solar cookers and end violence against women refugees.  Individuals and groups from all over the State rose to the occasion and held fund raisers and action campaigns. Funds were raised from bar and bat mitzvah projects, synagogue, church events, sisterhood fundraisers, middle school and high school student walkathons, University concerts and Darfur clubs, Rotary clubs, and many more who joined the effort.   

New Jersey is the first State to adopt a refugee camp and provide solar cookers for Darfurian refugees. This project “Purchase Solar Cookers:  End Violence Against Women of Darfur”,  conceived and facilitated by Jewish World Watch, aims to protect Darfuri refugee women and girls from rape and egregious forms of violence. 

Traditionally, women must search for firewood outside of the refugee camps where there is no protection, and are often beaten, raped, and branded by militia.  Women and girls have been raped and beaten at an alarming rate.  Solar cookers reduce the need for women to leave the camps thus decreasing the amount of violence committed against women and girls by 85% (check stats).  Over the past seven years more than 2.7 million Darfuri people have been displaced and approximately 4.5 million people continue to be in need of aid due to the conflict. 

“For only $15 people in New Jersey helped to outfit and train the women of the Oure Cassoni Refugee Camp and reduce their experience of rape and violence. The NJ citizens have once again shown their leadership and tremendous caring for the people of Darfur. This project and its success shows that one can make a difference in the lives of people around the world who suffer” said Joyce Reilly, Co-Convener of the NJ Coalition Responds to the Crisis in Darfur.

To purchase solar cookers or to learn more about the project visit www.njdarfur.org. 

The NJ Coalition Responds to the Crisis in Darfur is made up of diverse organizations based in New Jersey who come together with the mission of alleviating persecution and ending the genocide in Darfur region of Sudan through education, advocacy, humanitarian aid, and assistance.  Through a partnership of elected officials, caring organizations, and grassroots groups, our Coalition works to serve as the hub of states and community efforts to increase coordination and visibility of New Jersey’s commitment to the people of Darfur.  For more information visit www.NJDarfur.org.
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